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In an Aug. 30 ceremony held at the Haitian Embassy in Washington, exiled President Jean Bertrand
Aristide swore in Robert Malval as the country's new Prime Minister. Three days later, in Portau-Prince, Malval in turn swore in the members of his cabinet. The successful installation of the
new government represents significant progress toward Aristide's anticipated return to Haiti,
scheduled for Oct. 30. At that time, Aristide is scheduled to completely resume his presidential
duties, suspended after the September 1991 military coup. "This inauguration represents a new
era for our country and our people," Malval declared in his address to assembled dignitaries at the
ceremonies in Washington. "We have one objective, to restore democracy in Haiti as of today. We
have one duty, to put an end to human rights violations as of today." At the swearing-in ceremony
for his cabinet, broadcast nationally on TV and radio, Malval also said, "Our mission is simple: to
save our country from anarchy, from administrative disorder, from hate. This is perhaps our last
chance as a nation." In both speeches, Malval urged the population not to engage in violence or acts
of revenge against supporters of the outgoing government or the security forces. "We can express
our joy, but in an orderly way," he said in Port-au-Prince. "Together we can check these acts of
banditry and vandalism that leave families mourning and discredit our country." Notwithstanding
the progress in implementing the July 3 agreement which paved the way for the installation of
Malval's government, the restoration of democracy in Haiti still faces serious obstacles. On the one
hand, after two years of international trade sanctions, the economy is in a shambles. "It would be
illusory to believe the end of the embargo will put an end to the important economic problems of
this country, since all of its resources natural, material, human and financial have been affected,"
Central Bank economist Kesner Pharel told Radio Metropole. "The necessary economic choices
will not be easy to make." The military-backed de facto governments in power since the coup had
abandoned the economic austerity program begun under Aristide. In addition, government officials
and military leaders are suspected of extensive involvement in contraband and corruption, which
along with the effects of the trade and oil embargoes have emptied government coffers. On the other
hand, asserting control over the security forces and curbing human rights abuses will represent
major challenges to Malval's government. Several violent clashes since Malval's Sept. 2 speech have
highlighted the extent of the antagonisms which continue to divide Haitian society. For example,
a Sept. 8 government ceremony held to reinstate Port-au-Prince mayor Evans Paul erupted into
violence. Armed civilians attacked Paul's entourage and in the ensuing melee between Aristide
supporters and the assailants, one person was killed and at least a dozen injured, including Malval's
Information Minister Herve Denis. Despite the incident, the ceremony to put Paul a major supporter
of Aristide back in office was held as planned. Malval told the crowd, "the government will not
be intimidated...they can kill us, but that won't kill the Haitian people's dream of democracy."
The current political violence clearly has deep roots. Further evidence of the extent and depth of
the problem emerged with a report released on Aug. 27 by the Organization of American States's
(OAS) Inter-American Human Rights Commission (CIDH). According to the report, the human
rights situation in Haiti has continued to deteriorate despite the presence of hundreds of UN and
OAS human rights observers and the signing of the July 3 agreement. The CIDH report indicated
that, since the 1991 coup, at least 300,000 Haitians have been forced into hiding and 1,500 killed.
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Since July alone, over 50 people have been killed by security forces. Following a five-day visit to
Haiti, the CIDH delegation concluded that, "The Army creates a climate of terror for the rural
population. Paramilitary agents attack the population, rape the women, and destroy their homes
with complete impunity." Under terms of the July 3 agreement, the Army, as well as the police
forces which it controls, are to undergo a process of modernization, professionalization, and reform,
under the direction of OAS and UN trainers. In all, about 1,130 UN peacekeepers will be deployed
to Haiti with a mandate which includes establishment of a new civilian-controlled police force and
restructuring the Army, as well as working on construction and infrastructure projects. UN-OAS
special envoy Dante Caputo, White House envoy Lawrence Pezzullo, three senior foreign military
advisors, and 30 other members of the peacekeeping mission advance team arrived in Haiti Sept.
8. The peacekeeping mission will be under the joint command of US Army Col. Greg Pulley and
Canada's Jean-Jacques Lemay. Pezzullo told reporters that the US role in the peacekeeping mission
will be larger than originally foreseen, with the Pentagon funding most of the Army restructuring
project and the US Justice Department paying for the program to establish a civilian police force.
Pezzullo added that establishment of a civilian-controlled police will be modeled on programs in El
Salvador and Panama. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 08/27/93, 08/30/93, 08/31/93, 09/02/93; Deutsche
Press Agentur, 09/03/93; New York Times, 09/01/93, 09/03/93; Associated Press, 08/27/93, 08/28/93,
08/30/93, 08/31/93, 09/02/93, 09/03/93; Spanish news service EFE, 08/30/93, 08/31/93, 09/07/83,
09/08/93; Notimex, 08/27/93, 08/28/93, 08/30/93, 09/01/93, 09/08/93; Agence France-Presse, 08/30/93,
09/06-09/93)
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